
ONE: IRENAEUS 
Against Heresies - Book III, Chapter 18 
7 / Therefore, as I have already said, He caused man (human nature) to cleave to 

and to become, one with God. For unless man had overcome the enemy of man, 

the enemy would not have been legitimately vanquished. And again: unless it had 

been God who had freely given salvation, we could never have possessed it 

securely. And unless man had been joined to God, he could never have become a 

partaker of incorruptibility. For it was incumbent upon the Mediator between God 

and men, by His relationship to both, to bring both to friendship and concord, and 

present man to God, while He revealed God to man.  

3661 For, in what way could we be partaken of the adoption of sons, unless we had 

received from Him through the Son that fellowship which refers to Himself, unless 

His Word, having been made flesh, had entered into communion with us? 

Wherefore also He passed through every stage of life, restoring to all communion 

with God. Those, therefore, who assert that He appeared putatively, and was 

neither born in the flesh nor truly made man, are as yet under the old 

condemnation, holding out patronage to sin; for, by their showing, death has not 

been vanquished, which “reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had 

not sinned after the similitude of Adam’s transgression.” 

3662 But the law coming, which was given by Moses, and testifying of sin that it is a 

sinner, did truly take away his (death’s) kingdom, showing that he was no king, but 

a robber; and it revealed him as a murderer. It laid, however, a weighty burden 

upon man, who had sin in himself, showing that he was liable to death. For as the 

law was spiritual, it merely made sin to stand out in relief, but did not destroy it. 

For sin had no dominion over the spirit, but over man. For it behoved Him who 

was to destroy sin, and redeem man under the power of death, that He should 

Himself be made that very same thing which he was, that is, man; who had been 

drawn by sin into bondage, but was held by death, so that sin should be 

destroyed by man, and man should go forth from death. For as by the 

disobedience of the one man who was originally moulded from virgin soil, the 

many were made sinners, 3663 and forfeited life; so was it necessary that, by the 

obedience of one man, who was originally born from a virgin, many should be 

justified and receive salvation. Thus, then, was the Word of God made man, as 

also Moses says: “God, true are His works.” 

3664 But if, not having been made flesh, He did appear as if flesh, His work was not 

a true one. But what He did appear, that He also was: God recapitulated in Himself 

the ancient formation of man, that He might kill sin, deprive death of its power, and 

vivify man; and therefore His works are true. 
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U N A S H A M E D  
No book has transformed more people than the Bible, and no single book in the 

Bible has been more catalytic than Romans, Paul’s letter to the church in Rome 

that he wrote to give them unified confidence in the gospel of Jesus. Over the last 

two millennia, Romans has proven to be instrumental in converting and 

transforming countless Christian leaders, the inspiration behind bold movements 

to reform and renew the church, and the most treasured resource for believers in 

their journey from shame to glory. What is it about Romans that has made it so 

impactful throughout history? What is the message of Romans to us today? Can its 

ancient message continue to transform lives and inspire confidence here in 

Charlotte? 
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